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STUDY GUIDE FOR UNIT TEST 3: CLASSICAL CIVILIZATIONS IN GREECE AND ROME 
 

How To Study: Your class notes are your best resource for studying. You may also use your textbook. 
 

 Classical Greece (pp. 120-151)       Ancient Rome & Early Christianity (pp. 152-185)  Glossary (p. R40) 

 

Format: 40-45 multiple-choice questions 
 

Part I – Key Terms: Define the following key terms. 
 

polis  cultural diffusion  

democracy  republic  

direct democracy  patricians/ 
plebeians 

 

oligarchy  Twelve Tables  

Persian Wars  Punic Wars  

Pericles  Julius Caesar  

Socrates  Augustus Caesar  

Plato  Pax Romana  

Aristotle  aqueduct  

Parthenon  Jesus  

Peloponnesian 
Wars 

 apostles  

Alexander the 
Great 

 Paul  

Hellenistic 
civilization 

 Constantine  



Part II – Study Questions: Write a full paragraph (at least 5 sentences) in response to each question. 
 
1) Describe the geography of Greece and how it influenced Greece’s development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) Compare and contrast life in Athens and Sparta. Include: values, government; role of women. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3) Describe the contributions of the Ancient Greeks in: philosophy; literature; the arts; science and 

mathematics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4) Describe the accomplishments of Alexander the Great. What is meant by Hellenistic culture? 

Describe some important achievements of the Hellenistic Age. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5) How did Rome’s geography affected Rome’s development. Describe how it transformed from a 
small republic to a large empire. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6) Describe the key contributions of Roman civilization in: architecture; engineering; and the arts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7) What are the fundamental beliefs of Christianity? How did it begin? How did it spread throughout 

the Roman Empire? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8) Explain the military, economic, political, and social causes for the fall of the Roman Empire. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part III – Crossword Puzzle: Complete the puzzle.  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Down 
2. famous Greek historian 
3. member of the lower class in ancient Rome 
4. Greek word for city-state 
5. series of wars between the Roman republic 
 and Carthage 
6. the most famous temple to the Roman gods; 
 it still stands today 
7. bridge-like stone structure that brings water 
 from hills to cities 
8. means "Roman Peace"; lasted about 200 
 years 
9. picture or design formed by inlaid pieces of 
 stone or other materials 
12. system of government in which officials are 
 chosen by the people 
14. this city-state had a very militaristic culture 
15. two chief executives of the Roman state, 
 each elected for one year 
 

Across 
1. Jewish word for a savior sent by God 
3. great leader during the Golden Age of Athens 
4. writer of The Republic 
6. member of landholding upper class in Rome 
10. rule by the people 
11. Greek temple dedicated to the goddess Athena 
13. name for culture of Alexander the Great's empire 
 


