AIM 2.4:
What is gerrymandering and why is it controversial?
DO NOW: Congress fact check: How many House Representatives are there? How many Senators? How long are their terms? ________________________________________________________________________
Source: Crash Course Government & Politics, Videos #37
	Q1: How do we determine how many representatives each state gets in the House of Representatives?
Q2: How often is this calculated?
Q3: In most states, how are representatives chosen?
Q4: How are Congressional districts meant to be divided to ensure “one person, one vote”?
Q5: In what way is representation in the Senate less “fair” than representation in the House?

	Q6: What is gerrymandering?

Q7: Who draws the Congressional districts? Why is this often controversial?
Q8: Why do many people think that gerrymandering is unfair?
Q9: What is a common counter-argument to this?
Q10: Why is Congressional districting important?



      Sample State with 50 Voters

Voter Breakdown
Original Districting
Your Gerrymander
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ACTIVITY 1: Answer the questions based on the Sample Congressional District Chart.
	Q1: What percentage of the voters in the state are Democrats? What percentage are Republicans? 
Q2: How many districts are there in the original districting? Are the districts even in population?

	Q3: Using the original districts, how many Democrats would get elected? How many Republicans? 
Q4: Challenge. Create five evenly populated districts that would result in 3 House seats for Republicans. You may want to use pencil first!



ACTIVITY 2: Answer the questions based on the New York Times article.
1. In June 2019, what did the Supreme Court rule about gerrymandering?
2. How did Chief Justice Roberts defend the decision?
3. According to the article, which party has benefitted more from gerrymandering recently?




4. In her dissent, what did Justice Kagan mean when she said the court had “abdicated its responsibility”?
5. How did gerrymandering impact the Congressional elections in North Carolina in 2016 and 2018?
6. What did the lower courts (Federal District Courts) decide in the North Carolina and Maryland cases?
7. Do you think the Court made the right decision, or did they “abdicate” responsibility? Explain.
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